guage could have accepted instead the Egyptian tongue,
which was associated only with ignominy and dishonor, is
the height of absurdity. But in the fourth place, God’s will
had been very clearly expressed upon a multitude of occa-
sions as to the propriety of having any intercourse with the
Egyptians or longings for anything to be found there. (See
Numb., 11:5, 6, 18-20; Deut., 17:16; Is., 31:1; Hos., 11:5,
etc., etc.) Itis not therefore conceivable that so earnest a
lover of the Lord would be willing thus to offend God; or,

CHAPTER IV. if willing, that God would choose such a man for the be-
stowment of the rarest favors and honors.

SOME INTERESTING HISTORY.

2. The second statement is still more objectionable—
that there were found in the possession of a man by the
name of Laban, a relative of Lehi’s, and also a resident of
the city of Jerusalem, certadnass platesipon which were
engraven, in thd&gyptian languagethe five books of
Moses, containing the law, the entire

A. Four improbable statements.
The Book of Mormon sets out witbur very improb-
able and really absurd statements.

I. The first is that Lehi and his family used thgyp-
tian language.

“I make a record in the language of my father, which con- THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 91
sists of the learning of the Jews and the language of the Egyp-

tians."—(Page . history of the Jews from the first down to Laban’s time,

%I_uding the Psalms, and all the prophets who had written

There are a multitude of reasons that make such astgk h d he beainni f Kina Zedekiah’
ment altogether improbable. In the first place, Lehi h gvn to the same date, the beginning of King zedekian's

lived all his lifetime, “in all his days” (page 3), in the city€/9n: NOt domti;ting 2 po”ioln tOf Jeretm.iah: F;Iro?:\hesig% T'”
of Jerusalem, surrounded constantly by those who sp erwords, these brass plates contained all of the es-

only the Hebrew language. Had he been an Egyptiant%ment as we have it, that had been written up to that time,
birth, and with loving tenderness clung to his native tongyg, hundred years be_fore Chrls_t. In addition to t.hls’ these
the above statement would have a very different look. 1SS plates were said to contain a full genealogical record

Lehi was a Hebrew, a pure Hebrew, was born and rearegilji‘atb?n’S anhd Letﬂi’s ancesdtry qui;[je é)aglﬁ ttr?' Joseph in
the city of Jerusalem, with family relationships and soci; pypt, from whom they were descended. IS engraven

surroundings all Hebraistic. In the second place, the Jévvghe Egyptian Language (pp. 10, 11, N. Ed., II, Td)is

hated the Egyptians with a bitter hatred, and it is therefgid Ore |m_probable and a_lbsurd than the first statement. A”
inconceivable that a true-born Jew, a real lover of his oWy OPJections urged against the first would be equally valid
people, loyal and patriotic as he professes to have b inst this, while it also supposes a series of devout men

would have been willing thus to insult his people, or th glonging to the most honored far_nlly in Israel to have per-
the Jews around him would have endured the in- petuated from the beginning this insult to the Hebrew lan-

guage, and this disregard of God’s express will.
We have positive evidence from the Bible, that this
90 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. statement in this particular caseiseedingly improbable.
Only twenty-two years before, in this same city of

sult. In the third place, the ancient Jew had an unusﬂ%ﬁusalem there had occurred a wonderful revival of pure

venerationfor his mother tongue, the sacred Hebrew, tf) igion. Josiah had been King of Judea for eighteen years.
most ancient language upon earth, as he believed,; the | as a c;le;]/oult mar]:,,\(/;ll lover offthe Lorr]d, angl a carzfgl
tongue of his illustrious ancestry; the language in Whi%pserver of the law of Moses so far as he understood it.

God himself had spoken from Sinai; the language in whi Kt during the wicked reign of his wicked father Ammon

all their sacred books had been written—the law, the pro d his grandfather Manassevery copyof the lawhad

ets and the Psalms; the language in which the daily en destroyed, as was supposed. So that he had reigned

vices at the temple were conducted. And this man LehfRs King eighteen years without seeing a copy OT the law
presented to us as a leader and a teacher among his pe% (fle\,/vas therefore ignorant of many of its requirements,
a most devout and careful observer of the law of Moses‘,"1 d especially
fact, a prophet of the Lord, a prophet mighty in word and in

deed. Now that such a man with such a venerated lan-



92 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. versed in Biblical lore . . . .. did not even know that Jerusa-
lem was a walled city.” And who will want better evidence
that theangelandMr. Smithare one and the same person,

of its threatened penalties. In the 18th year of Josiah’s reiigan such a statement as the above—that Lehi, a highly

the good High Priest Hilkiah, by an apparent accident, destucated and devout Hebrew, a highly privileged and won-

covered a copy hid away in some obscure room in tterfully enlightened prophet of the Lord—did kobw to

temple, and this discovery was the beginning of a new araat tribe he belongeavhen every man’s family inherit-

in the history of the nation. For a full account seKigds, ance inhered in his own tribe, and could never be alienated,

22dand 23rd chapters. Also 2d Chron., chapters 34 and &3d when tribal relations were considered more sacred and

Well, now, this statement in the Book of Mormon supraluable than any other earthly relationships. A sad “give

poses that aomplete copy of the law of Mosesd during away” this, for a book pretending to be inspired by God

all these eighteen years of Josiah’s reign been in the Cithiofiself.

Jerusalem and that no one knew it—and yet this copy of

the law had attached toatgenealogical recordf certain

prominent families, families of wealth and position living 94 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.

in the city. All genealogical records were common prop-

erty in a certain sense: that is, they were open to the con-4. Butthere is still another statement that equally stamps

stant inspection of the public; like the books of the Courttyis whole account as a fraud, and the man Lehi as a crea-

Recorder of Deeds to-day,—to be carefully inspected whéure of the imagination, a person who never hezhbex-

ever a transfer of real estate is to be made. Among the Jistesice; and that is thpgophetical character and work as-

anciently all real estate inhered in thmily,and could never cribed to him.

be alienated—hence genealogical records were very im-Upon the second page (Book of Mormon) we are treated

portant documents, were carefully preserved and often exsome of the marvelous things this man was permitted to

amined. Here, then, are brass plates containing a copgesf and hear and read : First, a “pillar of fire” comes out

the law which, because of a genealogical record attachatj dwells upon a rock before him. Next the heavens open

are necessarily open to the inspection of a multitude of &amd he is permitted to see God sitting upon his throne, sur-

terested relatives, some of whom were devout observersoainded “by numberless concourses of angels:” then came

the law—and yet, according to the statements of our Bibdee descending out of the midst of heaven whose “lustre

for eighteen years the entire nation including the priests a@s above that of the sun at noonday, followed by twelve

left to suffer @amineof the word of God.Such a supposi- others whose “brightness did exceed that of the stars in the

tion is simply absurd. No reasonable person can for a rfibnament.” The first one “came and stood before my fa-

ment entertain so unlikely and preposterous a statemenher and handed him a book.” In this book he read “many
great and marvelous things.” After all this he had remark-
able dreams, and from dreams and book together he had

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 93 gathered up the following among a vast numbeprof
pheticalfacts of great interest if true. See page 17, (N. Ed.

3. But the third statement is equally absurd and ridic18,9):
lous. It is thatLehia wealthy, prominent public spirited
man,did not know to what tribe he belongexitil he had “Yea, even six hundred years from the time that my father

stolen these brass plates from Laban and had read tiefiderusalem, a prophet would the Lord God raise up among the

over!! This is the statement. p. 11. (N. Ed. 11,2): Jews; even a Messiah; or, in other words, a Saviour of the world.
And he also spake concerning the prophets, how great a number

gd testified of these things, concerning this Messiah, of whom

plates of brass a genealogy of his fatlvenereforehe knew that € ha_d dspoken_, or Ithits R((ejd_eemfer” of tt:etworldd Wherefolrde ba”
he was a descendant of Joseph; yea, even that Joseph, whé‘WQE'” were In a ost and In a fallen state, and ever would be,

the son of Jacob, who was sold into Egypt. . . . . And thus ?they should rely on this Re_deemer.
father Lehi did discover the genealogy of his fathers.” And he spake also concerning a prophet who should come

before the Messiah to prepare the way of the Lord; yea, even he

. . hould go forth and in the wild , th
The angel who inspired such a preposterous statement | 90 forth and eryin the wiiderness, prepare ye the way

must have been as ignorant as a babe of Biblical genealo-
gies or Jewish carefulness upon this point. See 1st Chron., THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 95
chaps. 1-10 and Ezra 2. Lehi could as easily have been

ignorant of his own name, or the equal of “Topsy” Wh& the | ord, and make his paths straight; for there standeth one

“nev_er ha_d a mother”! _ “among you whom ye know not; and he is mightier than I, whose
David Whitmer confesses that Joseph Smith was “but lit§lgoe’s latchet | am not worthy to unloose. And much spake my

“And it came to pass that my father Lehi also found upon tﬁ
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father concerning this thing. B. Slightly Bombastic.

“And my father said he should baptize in Bethabary, beyond King Jacob tells us on page 1@0. Ed. 135), that
Jordan; and he also said he should baptize with water; even that«p nundreth part of the proceedings of this people, which
he should baptize the Messiah with water. And after he had bagy hegan to be numerous, cannot be written upon these plates,
tized the Messiah with water, he should behold and hear reqgfid many of their proceedings are written upon the larger plates,

that he had baptized the Lamb of God, who should take awaydRhg their wars and their contentions and the reigns of their kings.”
sins of the world.

“And it came to pass after my father had spoken these words,

) i Fifty-five years before this statement, Jacob’s father,
he spake unto my brethren, concerning the Gospel which shquid . left J | ith his wif df b I
he preached among the Jews; and also concerning the dwingﬁ I, [eft Jerusalem wi IS wilé and four boys, all unmar-

of the Jews in unbelief. And after they had slain the MessialfY: Another family, consisting of Is.hmael and wife, two
who should come, and after he had been slain, he should $@8S and several daughters, were induced to accompany
from the dead and he should make himself manifest by the H&i¢m. One other man, Zerum, who had been a slave of
Ghost unto the Gentiles.” Laban, made up the total number of colonists.

During the first ten years, those four boys and the slave

Now will the reader please consider these statemepear to have married those girls, while two
for amoment. Here is a professed prophet of the Lord who
is far in advanceof any other Old Testament prophet.
Jeremiah was living and in high repute at this time, but he
knew nothing of Jesus Christ or his forerunner, in compatri-
son with this man Lehi. Just think of it, Lehi can tell the THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 97
very datevhen the Messiah should appear, the place of his
baptism, and who should be the administrator, can tellaiber boys, Jacob and Joseph, are added by birth to the origi-
the very words John the Baptist shall use, tell us of Chrigtgl family of Lehi. If during the next ten years each of the
resurrection and all that. No other old Testament propHite young families multiply as rapidly as possible, we can-
not all of them together, had secured sdefiniteknowl- not count more than from thirty to forty young children,
edge of the future, and yet we are asked to believe that &ig during the next ten years, the third decade, the largest
man has lived and labored in Jerusalem all his lifetime; gpeBsible increase would not reach fifty more children. So
not one syllableregarding him is found in the Old Testathat at the end dhirty years we have twelve grown people
ment. Jeremiah is mentioned, and Ezekiel and other propid from seventy-five to ninety children—of whom there
ets of that age, who wrote and who did not write, are possibly from ten to fifteen who have reached the age
of twenty years, and may possibly have intermarried.

It was during this last decade, between twenty and thirty
years after leaving Jerusalem, probably about twenty-two
or twenty-three years after, when there was a possible popu

96 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. lation of between fifty and sixty persons, nearly all of whom
are small children, that this company divide iti@ na-

but the very chiefest of them all is passed by in entire §pns. The two oldest brothers, Laman and Lemuel, with
lence. And more than this, for all his wonderful revel#heir families, and the two sons of Ishmael, under the gen-
tions are passed in silence, not a lisp of them by the |aeal designation dfamanitesyemain in the southern por-
prophets. In fact the whole nation plod on in blissful ignon of South America, and elect a king while the balance,
rance of these great truths about the coming Messiah, ender the direction of Nephi, at the command of God, strike
Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai, Zachariah and Malachi, and &ff into the wilderness in a northerly direction, choose Nephi
who came after this man Lehi furnish no hint that suéls their king, and assume the name of Nephites! And be-
important data had been furnished them. Who can beliéa%e the first thirty years have expired, that is, in about seven
it possible that so brilliant a star should go out and nop&eight years, this little colony have subdued the forests,
trace be left? that so great a philosopher should utter trlahsome wealthy in flocks and herds, been taught by Nephi
so divine, and both himself and his truths never be heard®f-
more? This is taxing our credulity beyond measure.

There are other statements made at the beginning of “Build buildings; and to work in all manner of wood, and of

Nephite history that are equally absurd and unreasonafis: and of copper, and of brass, and of steel (?), and of gold and
but the above four must suffice as samples. of silver, and of precious ores, which were in great abundance.
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98 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. A love of the marvelous, combined with a somewhat
stoical indifference to the ridiculous, must surely have been
And in addition to all this, he had built and completeslprominent and important factor in the mental make-up of
atemple: our author! For we may find almost any number of illus-
“And | did construct it after the manner of the temple afations of this angel’s strange propensity to exaggerate at
Solomon, save it were not built of so many precious things; fge expense of common sense, and frequently of the truth

they were not to be found upon the land*; wherefore, it could Rl For instance. on page 132 (N. Ed. 148), we are told:
be built like unto Solomon's temple. But the manner of the con- «a 1 4it came to ;;ass that on the morrow tatitudewere

struction was like unto the temple of Solomon; and the Worééthered together.”
manship thereof was exceeding fine.”

. This is during the lifetime of Jacob, who was born just
fter the family left Jerusalem. His age is not given—but

! _ s he lived several years after this occurrence and seems to
laborers and 30,000 overseers—see 1stKings 5: 13'16’ﬁ3§e been in his prime, and as there were altogether five

> BZ\;‘?egr.the completion of this magnificent temple, Neph who have been married anywhere from thirty to sixty
mp g P, psye rs, the reader can form his own estimate of how great
consecrates his two youngest brothers, Jacob and Jo ‘:ﬁ%?Pn :

i ultitudewould be!
though scarcely more than twenty years old, to the office
of the priesthood:

“And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did consecrate Jacob and
Joseph that they should be priests and teachers over the land* of

my people.”

Pretty good for three men and a few boys! Solomo
temple waseveryears in building, and required 153,00

100 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.

On the next page we have a statement that needs to be
In doing this he directly broke two very plain requirdad with the same large allowance for exaggeration:

ments of the Mosaic law. 1. That none but the tribe of Levi

were eligible to the priesthood—these men being from thle_ “A”ddit came tohpafs that many E‘eins wlerde de‘?sﬁd to rﬁ_‘
tribe ofMannaseh.2. That no one should be permitted téa”.n and restore the Lamanites to the knowledge of the truth;
ut it all were in vain, for they delighted in wars and bloodshed,

discharge the duties of a priest “"”Y years ofage. We nd they sought by the power of their arms to destroy us continu-
should remember, however, that this small nation had ; wherefore, the Nephites did fortify against them with their

little timber as yet to select from. Nephi himself was kingmies, and with all their might, trusting in the God and rock of
and general high priest—his brother Samuel and the slgygr salvation.”

_*He hasall mannerof wood, iron, copper, brass, steel, gold,  Big talk with small capital—for not over fifty men,
silver and precious ores in great abundance precisely what ‘Hﬁiwn men, could have been found in that entire nation!
cious things” he needed aside from all these, does not clearly And this statement about the Lamanites seeking to “de-
appear. . . stroy us continually,” is, to say the least, very puzzling.

“They certainly had plenty dandto be priests and te"jmhersl'heyreader will beg’r in ’mind tﬁat Lehi ar’1d hiZ Eompar?y
over, but the people were scarce. ) )
Peop landed upon the western coast of South America, in about
latitudethirty degrees south, not far from the modern city

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 99 of Valparaiso, in Chili.

Zerum were the subjects, and so these two boys, Jacob andThe course that Le_hi and_ his_company travelled from Jerusa-
Joseph, were all there were left for priests except the srifd]] [0 the place of their destination: o _
children who had been born within the two previous de- They trayelled nearly a south southea_stdw.ectlon until they
| came to the nineteenth degree of north latitude; then, nearly east
cades! o . ! to the sea of Arabia, then sailed in a southeast direction and landed
And it is during the next twenty-five years that thesg, ihe continent of South America, in Chitiirty degrees south

two imposing nations, the Nephites and the Lamanites, igfude.” Revelation to Joseph the Seer. See Compendium, page
SO0 many wars and contentions, shed so much blood, agal

made so much history, that Jacob tells us in the passage
above quoted that— Within twenty years the little colony divided into two
“A hundredth part of the proceedings of this people canngtions as already learned—Nephi and his company fled

be written upon these plates and that many of their proceedifg the wilderness, journeying to therthward,as sup-
are written upon the larger plates, and their wars, and their CBBsed. Page 65 (N. Ed. 70).

tentions and the reigns of their kings.” “And we did take our tents and whatsoever things were pos-



sible for us, and did journey in the wilderness for the spacesafph, who happens to be the namesake of Joseph in Egypt,
many and also of the great modern prophet Joseph Smith—the
good old man fairly “boils over” in his excess of blessing.

It seems, according to the Book of Mormon, that the Elder
Joseph, of Egyptian fame, had left a very important and
voluminous prophesy in reference to his seed. A prophesy

days. And after we had journeyed for the space of many dé[hs?t reached down to the latest times, including in its wide

we did pitch our tents. And my people would that we should nglveep notonly Lehi and his children, espe.C|aIIy this young-
the name of the place Nephi; wherefore we did call it Nephi.®€St SOn Joseph—Dbut was remarkably full in regard to these
latter days and to this latest scion, the author and proprietor

How manydays journey, ohow farthey traveled we ©f the Golden Bible. Among other things this Elder Joseph

are not informed. But we learn afterwards that this cif§!lS Joseph Lehi the following about his last and most il-

Nephi was about twenty days journey from the land or tistrious name-sake, Joseph Smith (pages 60 and 61). (N.

City of Zarahemla. (See pages 191 and 194; N. Ed. Fd 65-6.)

and 218.) And Zarahemla is supposed to have been situ-

ated near the Isthmus,* at the extreme north end of the con-FOr Joseph truly testified, saying: A seer shall the Lord my

tinent. So that beginning near the north border of Soﬁﬂd raise up, who shall be a choice seer unto the fruit of my

. ; . oins. Yea, Joseph truly said, thus saith the Lord unto me: A
America and traveling southward twenty days journey, p oice
haps five hundred miles, we must reach the land of Nephi.
But this would place the land of Nephi more thaa thou-
sandmiles north of the original settlement, the home of the THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 103
Lamanites, thirty degrees south latitude, through trackless
forests, over almost impassable mountain ranges of &aer will | raise up out of the fruit of thy loins; and he shall be
mighty Andes, whose table lands often reach an altitudessfeemed highly among the fruit of thy loins . . . . . And | will
fourteen to twenty thousameket above the sea levell Andnake him great in mine eyes; for he shall do my work. And he
yet, we are asked to believdirst, that this handful of shall be great like unto Moses.
Lamanites, while consisting of four men and their children “ - - - - Wherefore the fruit of thy loins (Joseph Smith) shall

are cursed with black skinjn order that they may not bewrite; and the fruit of the loins of Judah (authors of the Bible)
' ?\/ Il write; and that which shall be written by the fruit of thy
&t

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 101

enticing to God'’s pets, the Nephites, who have placed t rBi

thousand miles of trackless forests and monster moun oins, and also that which shall be written by the fruit of the loins
Hudah, shall grow together, unto the confounding of false doc-

barriers between the two nations, and terondlywe are  ioq
asked to believe that these Lamanites are continually ha-«and thus prophesied Joseph, saying: Behold, that seer will

rassing their Nephitian brethren—hounding their tracks, aig Lord bless; and they that seek to destroy him shall be con-
founded; for this promise which | have obtained of the Lord, of

*“The land of Zarahemla is supposed to have been northtloé fruit of my loins, shall be fulfilled. Behold, | am sure of the
the head waters of the river Magdalena, its northern boundauilling of this promise*. And his name shall be called after
being a few days journey south of the Isthmus.” Foot notene:

New Edition of Book of Mormon, page 155. and it shall be after the name of his father” (Joseph Smith, Sen.,
&c., &c., not forgetting Bro. Sidney Rigden, Mr. Smith’s spokes-
man.) . . . “And the Lord said unto me also, | will raise up unto

102 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. the fruit of thy loins: and | will make for him a spokesman.

Watching as a lion for his prey, ready upon almost a“And now, behold, my son Joseph, after this manner did my

that the people of Nephi were obliged to “fortify againéft blessed; for thy seed shall not be destroyed, for they shall
them with their armies”! hearken unto the words of the book. And there shall rise up one

. . mighty among them, who shall do much good, both in word and

But we shall have occasion further on to discuss, m?rﬁ%cieed, being an instrument in the hands of God, with exceeding
at length thegeographyof the book. faith, to work mighty wonders, and do that thing which is great
in the sight of God, unto the bringing to pass much restoration
C. Achoice bit of prophesy. unto the house of Israel, and unto the seed of thy brethren. And

We call the reader’s attention to a curious piece of higow blessed art thou Joseph. . . . . . . "
tory, that claims the dignity of rophesy!

The old man Lehi, imitating the example of the patri- This tells us positively, as the reader can see, that Jo-
arch Jacob, calls each of his sons before him to receiveseish Smith, the modern prophet, was to be the descendant,
dying blessing. When he comes to his youngest son Jo-
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a. He of course could not have been a Nephite—for he
*Alas for our prophet. This special promise about which Rggg astranger.

is so sure signally failed. Poor Joseph was killed by a mob in
Carthage jail (ILL.), and his murderers have never even been
brought to trial!

in the direct line, of the Elder Joseph, and

b. He could not have beenLamanite,for the same
reason—all the Lamanite men and boys old enough to act
such a part as this man Sherem acted, were personally

104 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. known to Jacob and all the older Nephites. Besides, had he
been a Lamanite hidack skinwould easily have betrayed

this, too, through the line of Lehi and his youngest son Jt and barred the door against him, and the Lamanites, as
seph. And now since the Nephites were all destroyed¥g shall presently see, had already become wild, ignorant
the year 384 A.D., and only the Lamanites remained ugzi#¥ages—while this Sherem was a well educated, excep-
this continent, and their descendants, if they have any, #gally intelligent man.
the various Indian races of today—it follows that Joseph
Smith must have been &mdian, or this prophesy is a fail- ¢ He could not have belonged to the people of
ure. But Joseph Smith’s mother, in her biography of Wegrahemla, for
son (the first full and authentic account of the life of the _
prophet by one who ought to know) tells us that his ances- 1. He could n_ot have understood the Nephite language
try came from England. She gives us the names of his “plich was Egyptian.
genitors” forsix generationdack to Robert Smith, who
ﬂourished in England 250 years agol (See “Joseph Sm|th 2 The NephiteS d|d not knOW Of the eXiStence Of SUCh
the Prophet,” pp.38-44.) a people for more than two hundred years after

We are aware our Mormon brethren contend that this
prophecy of the elder Joseph has had a sospiitual
fulfillment in the case of Joseph Smith, as of all good Mor- 106  THE GOLDEN BIBLE.
mons: the theory being, that every person who becomes a
real andtrue Mormon, is brought into a spiritual relationihis time, which could not have been the case had this man
ship to the ancient Nephites, by which he obtains their §9me from Zarahemla.
cred books, their lands, their unfulfilled promises, and the But if Mr. Sherem was neither a Nephite, a Lamanite,
like. Hence, he is reckoned as their seed! But to any nitgt from Zarahemla—then he wasgth,and the Book of
ter of fact person this is the thinnest of subterfuges. Thitarmon a fable—for it tells us positively that no other
is nothing veryspiritual or everetherialin the declaration People existed upon either of these two continents, they

so often repeatetthe fruit of thy loins.” being reserved by special promise of God for this people
alone until they had fulfilled their mission (see page 54 (N.
D. Sherem. Whence came he? Ed. 58-9) and other places).
(The time between fifty and seventy-five years after
Lehi left Jerusalem.) E. Chronology slightly mixed.

On page 136 (N. Ed. 152), we have these words:

On page 130 (N. Ed. 147), Book of Jacob, we are
“And it came to pass, that | began to be old, and a hundred

and seventy and nine years had passed away from the time that

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 105 our father Lehi left Jerusalem.”

told of the appearance of a stranaer by the name fThis statement is by Enos a son of Jacob; and made
PP 9 y when he*began to be old.” Two thousand years before

Sherem—a learned man, having a perfect knowledgeEonOS, time when men lived far into the second century, such

the spoken language of the Nephites. This ma t afstatement might possibly have been true. But in Enos’

of semi-infidel; pretended to be zealous for the law ) .
. . ime human life had become very short—shorter, in fact,
Moses, but denied the Christ who was to come—and be, . . . L
n today in Christian countries. Long before Enos’ time

a man of much power of speech sought t(.) wrn away & psalmist had said, “The days of our yearstlaee-
people f_rom the fglth. Jacob, however, withstood h|m—O e years and teraa;nél if by reason of strength they be
and at his suggestion, God smote the man to the earth’?ﬁ&r{scoreyears " David himself was called an old man
he died. : ’

: . . . broken in health, and worn out with age several years be-
The only query we wish to raise concerning this M28re he had reacheskventySolomon was an old man at
is—where did he come from? . . . . )
fifty-eight. Not one of the Judean or Israelitish kings lived
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to be seventy years old. But here we have a Chronolaggs inspired by God ?
that beats all those Old Testament Kings by at least a hun-
dred years. Jacob was born while Lehi G. A useful, practical gift (?)
Amaleki, in his old age, delivers his plates of record
into the hands of King Benjamin:—
THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 107
R Exhorting all men to come unto God, the Holy One
and family were in the wilderness, just after leaving ti9é&Israel, and believe in prophesying, and in revelations, and in
City of Jerusalem—and here, at least one hundred and Hag/ministering of angels, and in the gift of speaking with tongues,

enty-five years after Jacob’s birth, we fihés son Enos and in the gift of interpreting languages, and in all things which
just beginning to be old!! are good.” p.140. (N. Ed. 157).

As there was but one language at that time spoken upon
tiowfe continent and would not be for hundreds of years after-
&/Lﬁrds, the gift of speaking with tongues and the gift of in-
{Jz{preting languages does not seem to be of special utility.

true that a few years before this the people of Zarahemla

F. How is this for an angel?

On page 139 (N. Ed. 155, 6), we are told of a party
Nephites, under the leadership of one Mosiah, who fled
of their own land, and, after wandering a long time throu

the wilderness, discovered a land called the Iandg}%d been discovered, speaking a language that Mosiah could

zarahemla, inhabited by a people who came out fr not understand. But his gift of “speaking with tongues” or

Jerusalem only a few years after Lehi and his Compan¥;‘inter reting languages” did not prove of practical value
and, like Lehi, had been brought across the great waters, P g languag P P

settled on this continent, and increased until they had en, for the state.ment is plain, that nelthc’sr Mosiah nor
come a numerous and wealthy people. And please note epeople of Mosiabould understand them.And they
following statement.—
“And they (Mosiah and his company) discovered a people THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 109
who were called the people of Zarahemla. Now there was great ) ) )
rejoicings among the people of Zarahemla; and also ZaraheRg¥er did understand them until “Mosiah caused that they
(the king) did rejoice exceedingly because the Lord had sent$h@uld be taught in his language. And it came to pass that
people of Mosiah with the plates of brass which contained #kerthey were taught in the language of Mosiah, Zarahemla
record of the Jews.” (the king) gave a genealogy of his fathers.” But having
learned the language of Mosiah, that is, the Reformed Egyp-
In the very next sentence the author, evidently forgetn, the two peoples united together with Mosiah as their
ting what he had just said, flatly contradicts it: King; and ever afterwards remained one people with only
the one language upon the continent. The above wonder-
“And at the time Mosiah discovered them . . . their languaglgl gift, then, proved a failure when there were two lan-

had become corrupted; and they had brought no records with t ges, and when there was but one language was more
and they denied the being of their Creator; and Mosiah nor amental than useful

people of Mosiah could understand them.”

Ignorant of the Bible.

“And they also took of thérstlingsof their flocksthat they
might offer sacrifices and burnt offeringscording to the law of
Moses.” p. 145(N. Ed. 162).

, . . H.
In the first sentence Zarahemla and his people rejoice
because theord had sent this party of strangers to

108 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. According to the law of Moses tHestlings of their
flocks wereneveroffered asburnt offeringsor sacrifices.
them. In the next sentence we are told that Zarahemla Andirstlings belonged to the Lordie jure,and could not
his peoplé‘denied the being ofheir Creator.” be counted as a man’s personal property—whereas, all burnt
In the first sentence we are still farther informed th@ﬁ’erings’ or sacrifices for sin of every kind’ must be se-
the special reason of their rejoicing was because MOS’@&ed from the man’s own personal property, or be pur-
and his companfiad brought the brass platesntaining chased with his own money for that purpose, whilérat+
the record of the Jews. lings of the flock, as the Lord’s property, came into the
In the next sentence we are told that tiegiguagehad  hands of the high priest, and by him could be offered up as
becomeso CorruptEd that neither Mosiah nor his peoplﬁpeace Oﬂeringnot as aurnt Offering or asin offering,
could understand them! himself and family eating the flesh. (See Ex. 13: 2, 12 and
Reader, do you think this part of the Book of Mormomp: 29, 30Numb. 3: 13; 2d Sam. 24: 24; Numb. 18: 15-18



and other places.) type of thelove of God, and then: 3. Immediately mixes
This one little blunder, then, proves beyond the types by saying that the tree of life represents the love of
God.
But upon page 32 (N. Ed. 35) he changes his mind as
110 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. to the meaning of water:

“And they said unto me, what meaneth the river of water
chance of question that the Book of Mormon could not hawbich our father saw? And | said unto them that the water which
been inspired by the Holy Spirit or by an angel of the Lor@y father saw was filthiness: and so much was his mind swal-
This passage is precisely such a passage as Joseph gmfmq”up in other things that he beheld not the filthiness of the
or any other ignorant man like him might have written; 2"
could not have been found in the book, if God, or any angel

of the Lord, had had to do with its preparation. ed constantly by an angel of God, having his mind so
Precisely the same conclusion must be reached reg%%gh “swalloweguyin othegr things” tr’lat he gntirel mis-
ing other Biblical blunders found in the Book of Mormon. P gs yn
. . takes the character of the water which he saw; and it is left
God cannot contradict himself. . L .
for this young son of his, inspired by the same spirit and

Some of thaypespresented in the Book of Mormon ) .
contradict the plain teachings of the Bible. helped by the same angel,correct his father's mistake!

For instance, the Biblgpefor the word of God isvater,
pure livingwater. It is used thus, probably, in a hundred
places. So complete is the type, that we are able to trace its

likeness through nearly all the various uses of water. But th na man. Neohi. h verv fruitful mind. Af
Water is used focleansing purposessethe word of ut the yoting man, INephi, has a very fruitiu '

God.—See Psalms 119: 9° 2nd Cor. 7- 1+ 1st Peter 1,?§Ielling us that the river of water meant filthiness, imme-
Johri 17-17 and 15: 3'.E[?,Jh 5 26 '27' a,nd others " 7" diately concludes he has not yet exhausted his subject, and

Water is used foquenching thirst-sothe word of God.— therefore adds

See Isaiah, 55: 1; John, 7: 37, and 4: 10, 14, and 6: 35; Rev., . o
21: 6, and 22: 17, and others. Iind | said unto them, that it (this river of water), was an awful

. . gulf which separated the wicked from the tree of life, and also
Water is used foreviving nature-so the word of 1 the saints of God.”

God.—See Isaiah, 55: 10, II; Ezk., 47: 1-12; Psalms, 1: 2,

3; 1st Cor,, 3: 6, compared with Acts, 18: 24, 28. Now to the careful student of the Bible, who learns how
Now please bear in mind, that God never uses a Witteedingly careful its statements, how wisely chosen, and

by chance, never puts a word in simply to fill up, or rouRden how uniformly adhered to from Genesis to Revelation

out a sentence as we often do. Every type chosen is cgfgits types and symbols, this one instance of mixture and

fully and wisely chosen. And God never mixes things, Ne\§fange and uncertainty is sufficient to brand the book as a

confuses by using a typical word in a fraud, when it pretends to have come from the all wise and

unchangeable God.

Think of it! A man inspired by the Holy Spirit and

112 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 111 . Anotherer clincher.

On page325(N. Ed. 360) we have these words:

variety of senses, making it mean one thing in one passage
and another thing in another passage. If pure living wajgyy thus the Nephites were compelled, alone, to withstand against
is found to be a type of the word of God in one passagf Lamanites, who were a compound of Laman and Lamuel,
then we have found leythat will unlock every passageand the sons of Ishmael, and all those who had dissented from
where pure living water is used in a typical sense. It #le Nephites, who were Amalekites and Zoramites taedle-
ways means the word of God, never anything else. scendants of the priests of Noaow those descendants were

But on page 20 (N. Ed. 22), we have this statement&s numerous, nearlgswere theNehites.”

“And it came to pass that | beheld that the rod of iron which
my father had seen, was the word of God, which led to the fodrts states positively that the descendants of the priests of
tain of living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters aredoah wereas numerous nearlgs were the Nephites. On
representation of the love of God; and | also beheld that the {pegye 185 (N. Ed. 206) we learn that a certain number of
of life was a representation of the love of God.” priests, during the reign of King Noah, had been obliged to

o flee into the wilderness for their lives, leaving families and
At leastthreeerrors in this one sentence. 1. He makggssessions behind them. But let us read:

a rod of iron a type of the word of God, and repeats the
same statement on page 31. 2. He makes living water a



blunder places an insuperable difficulty in the way of ac-
THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 113 cepting the book as from God—since the lowest possible
conception of the character or the attributes of God is infi-
“Now there was a place in Shemlon, where the daughtersitely too high to allow him any participation in such ab-
of the Lamanites did gather themselves together to sing, andgigrdities.
dance, and to make themselves merry. And it came to pass that
there was one day a small number of them gathered togetheﬁfcoA Plurality of Wives.

sing, and to dance. And now the priests of King Noah, being . :
ashamed to return to the City of Nephi, yea, and also fearin The Book of Mormon gives forth no uncertain sound

that the people would slay them, therefore, they durst not retufif " the subject gfolygamy. Strange as it may appear in

to their wives and their children. And having tarried in the wilY/€W Of the almost unanimous acceptance of the doctrine
derness, and having discovered the daughters of the Lamanitdg,the Mormon church today, the Book of Mormon is as
they laid and watched them; and when there were but few éfear as a sunbeam upon this one sin. The following are
them gathered together to dance, they came forth out of théfve most important of its deliverances upon this subject.
secret places, and took them and carried them into the wilder-

ness; yeatwentyandfour of the daughters of the Lamanites

they carried into the wilderness.” THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 115

This, according to the accepted chronology (see Com- «and now it came to pass that the people of Nephi, under
pendium, page 290-1), occurred abfiity-five years be- the reign of the second king, began to grow hard in their hearts,
fore the statement we are considering when the descensd indulge themselves somewhatiicked practicessuch as
dants of the priests of Noah are found to be nearly as rike unto David of old, desiring many wives and concubines, and
merous as the Nephites. That is, in fifty-five years, thegso Solomon, his son.” pp.115, 6. (N. Ed. 129, 130).
priests of Noah, withwenty-four wiveshave increased to
tens and hundreds of thousands!! The most rapid possible And Jacob, as a faithful king and councilor, felt con-
increase would not have given them more than fnom ~ Strained to openly rebuke them for this abomination, as he
hundredto three hundred grown meible to take up arms. calls it. After talking to them earnestly for a time about

From the description given us as to the methods puheir pride, he proceeds thus—pp. 118-120. (N. Ed. 132-
sued by Mr. Smith when translating the Book of Mormor-34):
we can easily account for such monster mistakes as the
above. He looks into his “Urim and Thummim,” or upon  “And now I make an end of speaking unto you concerning
the “peep-stone” in the bottom of his hat, and the Eng”éhls pride. And were it not that | must speak unto you concerning

word or sentence appears in full view, is called out, ariprosser crimemy heart would rejoice exceedingly, because of
ou. But the word of God burthens me because of gmsser

written down by his scribe, and then immediately disaF?:l'rimes. For behold, thus saith the Lord, this people begimae

pears. He cannot be expected to carry all the statemegigiquity: they understand not the Scripturefsr they seek to
and all the various incidents excuse themselves in committing whoredoms, because of the
things which were written concerning David, and Solomon, his
son (how much like modern Nephites!) Behold, David and
114 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. Solomon truly had many wives and concubines, which thing was
abominablebefore me, saith the Lord; wherefore, thus saith the

of his story in his memory day after day. A good manird, | have led this people forth out of the land of Jerusalem, by

days pass away in the work of translating, after he hEe power of mine arm, that | might raise up unto me a righteous

made the statements on page one hundred and eigrﬁyr_nch from the fruit of the loins of Joseph. Wherefore, I, the

five—davs crowded with mental effort. It is natural for d God, will not suffer that this people shall do like unto them
. y ' of old. Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the
him to make large statements, statements that sound Wgll, 4 of the Lord; for there shall not any man among you have,

make a good showing; and when he reaches page thggge it be one wife; and concubines he shall have none; for I, the
hundred and twenty-five, he recalls Noah's priests, but forord God, delighteth in the chastity of women. And whoredoms
gets how few the years that have elapsed since he mere an abomination before me; thus saith the Lord of Hosts.
tioned them far back thirty or fifty days before—and henc#yherefore, this people shall keep my commandments, saith the
easily commits the blunder above recorded, without tHerd of Hosts, or cursed be the land for their sakes, . . . .. Behold
remotest suspicion that the two accounts when broughft have done greater iniquities than the Lamanites, our brethren.
together, are not only supremely ridiculous, but utterly a%fet have broken thg hearts of your tender wives, and lost the con-
nihilate his whole theory of divine assistance in his wor 'dem_:e of your Ch”qren’ beca.use of your bad examples bEfO.re
. L hem; and the sobbings of their hearts ascend up to God against
We can account for such a multitude of similar self-con-Ou
tradictions in the Book of Mormon upon no other satisfag-
tory theory. But whatever the theory, one such egregious
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* We take great pleasure in presenting upon the opposite
116 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. pagea facsimile pagef the original manuscript from which the
Book of Mormon was printed. It is in the handwriting of Oliver
“Behold, the Lamanites, your brethren, whom ye hate, deowdry, Mr. Smith’s scribe during the greater portion of the trans-
cause of their filthiness and the cursings which hath come up}ipn. This cut will please our Mormon readers, inasmuch as it
their skins, are more righteous than you; for they have not féives the lie to the base and unwarranted slander that the Mor-
gotten the commandment of the Lord, which was given unto 6a@n Church have altered the Book of Mormon since its first pub-
fathers, that they should have, save it were one wife; and corligi@tion, to make it conform more perfectly to their present prac-
bines they should have none; and there should not be whoredB¢8$-
committed among them. And now this commandment they ob- Nothing could be farther from the truth. | have stven
serve to keep wherefore, because of this observance, in keepftitiesof thefirst editionof the book, published in Paimyra, N.Y.,
this commandment, the Lord will not destroy them, but will ya 1830—and a brief comparison with the latest edition will sat-

merciful unto them; and one day they shall become a blesidy any reasonable person that the church have never ventured
people. . . .. to change a sentence—except the title page, as already mentioned.

“O, my brethren, | fear, that unless ye shall repent of your The book of “Doctrines and Covenants” has been changed
sins, that their skins shall be whiter than yours, when ye shalltydhe authorities of the church—that is, a goodly number of pro-

brought with them before the throne of God.”™ See also pal§ssed revelations published in tivst editionhave been sup-
535 &c., &c. pressed in later editions, because subsequent events most clearly
demonstrated their spurious character. But no such changes have

We believe in giving even the devil his due, and hen%%en made n the. B.OOk of Mormon. - . .

. . The entire original manuscript is in possession of Mr. David
we r_eco_rd to the praise and Fred't of the BOOK of Mqrm%hitmer, still living in Richmond, Mo., and the facsimile we
that it gives forth no uncertain sound upon this subject. jesent was taken with his permission in October, 1886, by a

But now the funny thing, and the very unfortunate thingrespondent of the “Philadelphia Press” to whom we are in-
about it is—that all this earnest talk upon the subject @bted for this interesting Mormon relic.
polygamyoccurred in the beginning of King Jacob’s reign, [Editor's note. See “An important note regarding
betweerfifty-five andsixty years after the changes in the various editions of the Book of Mormon,” page
xvi, in the introductory pages.]

117 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.
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118 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. peared a lengthy revelation purporting to come from God,
the substance of which (see Doctrines and Covenants, pp.

company left Jerusalem, when therere no women in ex- 178-183—Liverpool Edition) is that Satan has put it into
istence upon the continent with whom the men could h&@ hearts of the enemies of the trutialter the wordsof
indulged polygamous practices except their own daudhat stolen manuscript so that should Mr. Smith reproduce
ters, or sisters or first cousinand these were very scarchem, they would lie about it, and say the two did not agree
In fact the men old enough to be married at all were véfgether. Therefore, to circumvent said enemies of the truth,
few, aside from the original five. It is simply another illugh® Lord gave Mr. Smith a bit of very precious informa-

tration of our author’s very peculiar proclivity to make gon.

great ado over a very small matter. _
“And now verily | say unto you, that an account of these

things that you have written, which have gone out of your hands,

re engraven upon the plates of Nephi; yea, and you remember it

as said in those writings that a more particular account was
en of those things upon the plates of Nephi.

K. The Stolen Manuscript.
Strangely enough we find inserted in the middle of 5

Book of Mormon, pages 141-143 (N. Ed. 158, 9) a litt

book entitled the “ Book of Mormon,” or “Words of Mor-

mon.” It is by the supposed author or compiler of the en-

tire work, the prophet Mormon. He has a book of his own,

in its proper place, near the close of the work, recording his 120 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.

own life, and his connection with Nephite history. And

this little affair of only two pages, having nothing what- “And now, because the account which is engraven upon the

ever to do with the thread of the history that is being mates of Nephi is more particular concerning the things which,

corded, is to an ordinary reader of the Book of Mormof, My wisdom, | would bring to the knowledge of the people in

wholly inexplicable. It becomes, intelligible, howevelt,h's account; therefore, you shall transla.tte the engravings which

when read in connection with a certain untoward event tﬁ%ﬁ.on the plates of Nephi, down even till yme to the reign

occurred in connection with the translation of the book %{ ing Benjamin, or until you come to that which you have trans-

. . e ed,which you have retained; and behold, you shall publish it
Joseph Smith. This event, as related by Mr. Smith’s frien Sthe record of Nephi, and thus I will confound those who have

is something like this: altered my words. | will not suffer that they shall destroy my
Mr. Martin Harris, who was employed as Mr. Smith'g,ork; yea, | will show unto them that my wisdom is greater than

scribe at the beginning of the translation, had written abié cunning of the devil.”

with his own hand 116 pages of manuscript. By long and

persistent coaxing, and the most faithful promises of se- It may be necessary to explain that Nephi is supposed

crecy, he secured Mr. Smith’s permission to to have recorded his history upon teetsof plates, the
one was a short abridged record containing the “more part
of the ministry,” the other set of plates contained a fuller
unabridged account of the reigns of the kings, the wars,
etc. The first set contained the religious history mainly, the

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 119 second, the secular.

The old prophet Mormon had taken this second set of
carry said manuscript to his own house for his wife’s iptates, the fuller or more secular account, and had condensed
spection—a woman who is accredited with a very irascibldo a very small compass, making it about one hundred
temper. Before the precious treasure was returned taiitses briefer than the original. And it was this abridged
owner, a sad domestic quarrel so thoroughly provoked Mescord of the secular history of the Nephites that Joseph
Harris, that in an evil hour she put said manuscript forex&mith had laboriously translated with Martin Harris as his
out of the way. The general belief was thatlstinedit. scribe. The record was so brief that the 116 pages of the
But the prophet Joseph evidently vadraid she had not, manuscript written by hand brought the Nephite history
but had secretly hid it, for the purpose of entrapping higuite down to King Benjamin’s time, whereas the history
should he ever attempt to reproduce the pages. If the wasknow found in the Book of Mormon requires 141 pages
was really of God, the manuscript could be reproduced waeifcclosely printedmatter to bring the record down to the
for word without a mistake. If, however, Joseph inspiredsédme period, King Benjamin’s time. But now that these
himself, his memory would hardly be adequate to sucii¥6 pages containing Mormon’s abridgment of Nephi’s
task, without numberless changes or verbal differenceseeular history have been stolen and put out of reach,
and thus “give himself away,” since he loudly professed to
be all the time aided “by the gift and power of God.”

The result was, that, in due course of time, there ap-



THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 121 where he had arrived when Martin Harris carried away those
one hundred and six-teen pages of manuscript! Hear what
Joseph is informed in this precious revelation that thereisrmon says:
another record he may use, abridged not by Mormon but
by Nephi, and that is after allgreat deal better and more  “And now, | speak somewhat concerning that which | have
desirablethan the stolen record: written; for after | had made an abridgment from the plates of
Nephi, down to the reign of this King Benjamin of whom Ameleki

“Behold, they have only got a part, or an abridgement of tppake,| searched among the records which had been delivered
account of Nephi. Behold, there are many things engraveni@®® My hands, and | found these platesich contains this small
the plates of Nephihich do throw greater views upon my gosaccount of the prophets, from Jacob down to the reign of this
pel; therefore, it is wisdom in me that you should translate tf{é1g Benjamin, and also many of the words of Nephi. And the
first part of the engravings of Nephnd send forth in this work. things which are upon these plates pleasing me, because of the
And, behold, all the remainder of this work does contain all thdd@phecies of the coming of Chriahd my fathers knowing that
parts of my Gospe| which my ho|y prophetS, yea, and also m?.ny of them have been fUIﬂ”ed, yea, and | also know that as

disciples, desired in their prayers should come forth unto tAigNYy things as have been prophesied concerning us down to this
people.” day have been fulfilled, and as many as go beyond this day, must

surely come to passwherefore | choose these things, to finish
my recordupon them, which remainder of my record | shall take
from the plates of Nephi; and | cannot write the hundredth part of
b)e things of my people.

* “But behold,l shall take these plates, which contain these

Now several queries naturally suggest themselves:

1. How could Satan so easily circumvent the Loré
The golden plates from which these 116 pages were trans-
lated had been preserved for 1400 years by the special provi-
dence of God—had been carefully translated by the gift

and power of God. But now, after all this trouble and pains, THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 123
the Lord is beaten by a wrathful woman, and all this trouble,
labor and watchcare proves “love’s labor lost”! prophesyings and revelations, and put them with the remainder

of my recordfor they are choice unto me; and | know they will
2. How does it happen that neither God himself nor e choice unto my brethren. And | do this for a wise purpose; for

angel found out Mr. Sm|th was transla‘“ng wteng plates thusit WhISpereth me, according to th@rk”’]gs of the Splrlt of
until Martin Harris stole those 116 pages? theLord which is in me And now, | do not know all things; but

the Lord knoweth all things which are to come; wherefore, He

. . . worketh in me to do according to His will. . . . ..
3. It Joseph Smith was making a sad blunder in trans- “....And now, I, Mormon, proceed to finish out my record,

lating a second-rate, discarded set of plategshould the \ich | take from the plates of Nephi, and | make it according to
Lord so terribly scold him and punish him for letting Mige knowledge and the understanding which God has given me.”
Harris take that manuscript home—since it was the best
thing that could have happened for the cause of truth ?  From all this we learn that Mormon himself, a prophet
of the Lord, and led all the time and inspired by the spirit of
God, helped too, by an angel from heaven, makes the same
mistake that Joseph Smith made. He wearily plods on with
122 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. his engraving tool, through the larger set of Nephi’s plates,
abridging them until he reaches the period of King
4. Does the Lord Himself come out of this affair efBenjamin’s reign, when he discovers, what he had not be-
tirely unscathed? Either He made a mistake in the fifste known, the existence of other and briefer plates of
instance, and had to back out and do His work over agaiffephi, more religious in their character, and notably fuller
or he perpetrated a fraud in the second case, a trick, a gilliheir statement of Christian doctrine and prophecies re-
trick that has not even the merit of being a sharp one,|&hg to Christ. And so laying aside all his previous work,
“thin,” in fact, that no special acuteness is required to $9€adopts this newly discovered treasungaasfirstof his
through it. great book. But very strangely, from this point forward
But now, dear reader, after learning all these facts, wodlslyn to his own timehere are no double sets of plates to
you suppose Mr. Smith so far lacking in common sengglect fromand therefore, as he tells us, he has to go back
and good judgment as to give himself completely awayttihis first plan, the laborious work of abridging the fuller
the Book of Mormon itself, by making theld prophet pyt more secular history. Singular, isn't it, reader, that this
Mormona party to the fraud? This is precisely what hid prophet Mormon, fifteen hundred years ago should hap-
does by inserting after page 141 two pages, entitled i to discover these other plates of Nephi, and thus change
“Words of Mormon,” at the precise point in the translatiofie entirefirst part of his bookat the precise spot in King



Benjamin’s plates in the sacred hill Cumordiad tied upwith the
balance of the bookjs father’s first efforas PART FIRST
of the Book of Mormon. The witnesses tell us plainly, in
what shape the bundle of plates were found.

124 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.

“The plates which Mr. Whitmer saw were in the shape of a
history where Martin Harris stole thél6pages omanu- tablet, fastened with three rings, about one-third of which ap-
script? And quite as singular is another fact, that from tigared to be loose in plates, the other solid, but with perceptible
beginning of the Book of Mormon, in a large number 6tfa}rks Where the plgtes seemed to .be sealeq, and t.he guide that
places, these two sets of plates are carefully distinguisﬁ&ﬁ1te0| it out to Smith very impressively reminded him that the

f h oth d h said about th ¢ ?éose plates alone were to be used, the sealed portion was not to
rom €ach o e_r, an very-mulc sal _a ou e”.“ up 06 etampered with.” Myth of the Manuscript Found, page 82.
very same period, the point in the history of King Ben-

jamin vyhere Mr. Harri; stole thqse 1_16 pages, and from And Joseph Smith, innocently enough, began his work
that point onward nothing more is said of a double set gf.ansiation with this bundle until he had rendered into
plates, so that Nephi himself, his brother Jacob, and all g}?glish the 116 pages, and Moroni, himself, although a son

writers down to King Benjamin were, as it were, preparing the great prophet, and now raised from the dead for the

the way for this same great change made necessary by, &cial purpose of showing Mr. Smith where the plates were
Harris’ theft! But although these double sets of plates i

_ _ _ 8, and assisting him in the translation, was evidently just
so often mentioned in part first of the Book of Morm*oras much in the fog as Joseph, as to the existence of another
and the specific character of each clgarly stated, ¥l bettepart first to the Book of Mormon until he was
strangely enough the prophet Mormon did not know of th§qqenly brought to his wits end by the theft of Martin
e>§|s_ten<ie of'the one set containing “the more part of tqurris, when he discovered, what for fifteen hundred years
mlplst_ry unt|! he happ(_ened 'FO reach that Same da_ngerﬂ‘ésobviously had not known, that he had got his father’s
point in the history of his nation where Martin Harris’ 1180Iden plates badly mixed up—so much so that had it not
pages ended! been for the fortunate theft of Mr. Harris, the whole reli-

Nor are these all the singular things that are connecbq:gus world of to-day would have had palmed off upon
with this affair. For it seems that the old them, agart first of the Book of

*'And all these things did my father see, and hear, and speak,
as he dwelt in a tent, in the valley of Lemuel: and also a great
many more things which cannot be written upon these plates.
And now, as | have spoken concerning these plates, behold they
are not the plates upon which I make a full account of the history
of my people; for the plates upon which | make a full accountMformon, a very inferior article, losing much of the flavor
my people | have given the name of Nephi; wherefore they ared sweetness of the gospel, and the most precious proph-
called the plates of Nephi, after mine own name; and these plaeies of Christ that the book now, fortunately, contains.
also are called the plates of Nephi. Truly Mormon’s ways were mysterious, and so are Joseph

“Nevertheless | have received a commandment of the Lathith's!
that | should make these plates, for the special purpose that there
should be an account engraven of the ministry of my people. Upgn

) . Lamanite History a Puzzle.
the other plates should be engraven an account of the reign o the_l_h | other historical stat ts which
kings, and the wars and contentions of my people, wherefore these ere are several other historical stalements which we

se, . :
plates are for the more part of the ministry; and the other pla%'gned to notice, particularly the very unnatural and very

are for the more part of the reign of the kings, and the wars 4A81d changes that take place in the record of the Nephites.
contentions of my people. Wherefore, the Lord hath command¥done time this tribe are presented to us as composed of
me to make these plates for a wise purpose in him; which pilne best and purest Christians upon earth, living in delight-
pose | know not. But the Lord knoweth all things from the bl harmony and peace, and receiving constant favors from
ginning.” (See also pp.44, 63, 138, 139, etc.) God. In a single year, perhaps, the whole scene is changed
and the noble Christian has become a wicked devil, revel-
ling in debauchery and crime. In the same exaggerated
strain material prosperity or adversity is recorded. Popula-
tions suddenly increase: in a few years an entire continent

: L is filled with a teeming population. Gold, silver and riches
ggcépgzg'vltggmtﬁg' stILr:eoruglth(; r:)?dee'Sﬁ?;dﬂegrgsg;ﬁseﬁ%galI kinds, including cattle, sheep and what-not, appear or
Book eF; <omeho hepfa'led i m:fk'r? his son Moroﬁisappear as if by magic—ecities spring up, temples and

Y W ! ! Ing is son Shnctuaries are built with as little dependence upon natural
understand the facts in the case—for Moroni, in hiding these
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or physical causes as the magnificent temple patternedogieome ferocious, are without houses, without clothing
ter Solomon'’s, built in three or four years by three men aexcept a skin girdle, and feed upon raw meat. On page 140
a few boys, mentioned in the previous chapter. (For illU®d. Ed. 156) we have the expression,—"he dwelled with
trations of rapid and unnatural changes, see pp. 218-9, 248m for the space ofine moons.” On page 259 (N. Ed.
394, 404-406, 445, 448 and others. In the New Editict87) theGreat Spiritis introduced as a tradition the
see pp.243, 276, 433-4, 445, 448, 489-492.) Lamanites have received from their forefathers,—both of
which are well-known Indian terms—but could not have
been possible either among the Lamanites or Nephites, who
brought from the City of Jerusalem Jewish theology, a

THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 127 knowledge of the true God, and Jewish methods of reckon-

ing time.
The limits of this chapter will not allow a full illustra-  But other Indian customs or habits are dragged in. On
tion of these sudden and unaccountable changes. page 256 (N. Ed. 284), they are described as “indolent

Nephi’'s two oldest brothers, Laman and Lemuel, tpeople,” but delighting in murdering the Nephites, and in
gether with the two sons of Ishmael, four men with thewbbing and plundering them. On page BR6Ed. 361)
families, make up the nation of the Lamanites as we fititeir armor is described. They had swords and cimeters,
them in South America, twenty-five years after leaving ti®ws and arrows, stones, slings and axes—buterfien-
City of Jerusalem. Laman and Lemuel are confessedly sivearmor. On page 330 (N. Ed. 366) a Lamanite general
gular boys from the first; naturally smart, active, bold, resis-scalpedafter the most approved Indian fashion, though
lute, but strangely perverse and wicked. However, reathkd plucky fellow refused to retire, and did his most effec-
in the City of Jerusalem, with the best education that age fighting afterwards, though minus a scalp!
afforded, and in a Christian family of rare intelligence, we But let us follow the thread of history. On page
are hardly prepared for the startling change in their charac-
ter and surroundings as revealed in the beginning of Enos’
reign. p.135 (N. Ed. 151).

“Their hatred was fixed, and they were led by their evil na- THE GOLDEN BIBLE. 129
ture that they became wild, and ferocious, and a blood-thirsty
peoplle; fgll of idolatry and fiIthiness: feed_ing upon beasts of Preyya (N. Ed. 216), we find the Lamites greatly improved.
dwellmg.m tgnts, and wandenng about in the wilderness withr oy king appointedeachersover them, who gave them
short skin girdle about their loins, and their heads Shaven:A"Tﬁgtruction in writing, in the use of the Nephite language,

their skill was in the bow, and in the cimeter, and the axe. ina thei d d other thi
many of them did eat nothing save it was raw meat; and tHre])}ieeplng €Ir own recoras, and other things.
And thus the Lamanites began to increase in riches, and be-

were continually seeking to destroy us.” :
y g y gan to trade one with another, and wax great, and began to be a

R b | tion h d @i{ming and a wise people, as to the wisdom of the world; yea, a
Emember, only one generation has passe away.' 9cunning people; delighting in all manner of wickedness and

sonsof Laman and Lemuel are now at the head of aﬁa'b‘funder except it were among their own brethren.”
boys who during their entire childhood were under con-

stant Christian influences. They were brought up Wilyt six or eight years after this successful attempt to civi-

Nephi, Jacob and Joseph, and with their grandfather Leble them, we find them thus described (page 216; N. Ed.

and familiar with all the refinements of the highest civili40).

zation. Is it not, therefore, expecting a large measure of«\qy the heads of the Lamanites were shorn; and they were

credulity to ask us to believe that boys with such early athked, save it were skin, which was girded about their loins, and

vantages could also their armour, which was girded about them, and their bows
and their arrows, and their stones, and their sli&gs,And the
skins of the Lamanites were dark, according to the mark which
was set upon their fathers.”
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And again, page 256 (N. Ed. 284), they are a wild, hard-
become so wild and ferocious; could be content to live wi2€d: ferocious people, delighting in robbery, plunder and
out comfortable shelter or clothing, and feed upon raw medtgrder, a “very indolent people,” “many of whom worship

The reader has already discovered an attempt to §@Is™ And yet, though wild and naked, they possessed
scribe theAmerican Indian.The theory of the Book is, thatdwelling houses, bunt_great cities in which are found syna-
the Indian races of today, are the direct descendants ofdfigues and sanctuaries and temples (pp.268, 274-5 N. Ed.
Lamanites. We may therefore expect to find many attempf/» 304).- And though worshipping images they believed
to verify this theory. They have already a black skin, halle2 Great Spirit (259) and many of them had becbimie



versalists:'We do believe that God will save all men.” Page And such like exaggerated accounts frequently occur.

269(N. Ed. 298). Absurdly contradictory are the descrif-matters not how many times they are defeated in battle,

tions here given us of this people. with the loss of tens of thousands in each engagement (217,

In battleour author usually makes them play tbke  287), they suddenly reappear with increasing numbers. At
one time a large portion of them are converted (275) and
join the Nephites. Yet those who are left exhibit the same
“enormity” of numbers!
130 THE GOLDEN BIBLE. But not to detain the reader with further details, we

close this chapter with the climax of all the strange things

of the Indian quite successfully—but constantly forgets thisat are related in the Lamanite history.

character in other relations. In war they are savages, don’t Thirteen years after the birth of Christ, a large number

know enough to make shields or helmets or breast-pladéshe Lamanites are represented as converted, their curse

or clothing for their persons, and are slain by the tenshafing removed, their skin became white, as already

thousands for the want of these protections (pp. 326-3&Brned—and they were numbered with the Nephites. In

N. Ed. 361-366). At the same time they do know enoughte year 36 A. D., two years after Jesus had been here in

contend sharply for universal salvation, to build dwellingerson, the statement is—p.492 (N. Ed. 544):

houses, synagogues, sanctuaries and temples, together with

magnificent cities, and surround themselves with gold and “And it came to pass in the thirty and sixth year, the people

silver and precious things, to cultivate the ground and raygreall convertedunto the Lord, upon all the face of the land,
flocks and herds in abundance! both Nephites andamanitesand there were no contentions and

One of the clearest illustrations of our author's Vivieisputations among them, and every man did deal justly one with

imagination, as well as his great anxiety to make his Sg{)ther; and they had all things common among them, therefore

Nephites remarkable people, wonderful warriors, and re-

ceiving innumerable answers to prayer—is the way he

multipliesthe Lamanites. When his Nephites become very 132 THE GOLDEN BIBLE.

wicked and he wants to punish them they are as numerous

as the Lamanites, and have as large an army, which isn@§ were not rich and poor, bond and free, but they were all
course, ignominiously defeated in battle. But usually thede free, and partakers of the heavenly gift.”

Nephites are thittle army, who, strong in the faith, meet

and gloriously conquer an innumerable host of the Upon the next page a glowing description of the happy
Lamanites. condition of things is given.

The history of all civilizations clearly shows that a sav- “And there were no envyings, nor strifes, nor tumults, nor
age or barbarous state is least of all adapted to a rapidvmeredoms, nor lyings, nor murders, nor any manner of lascivi-
crease of population. The Indian races of our country h@usness; and surely there could not be a happier people among
been gradually diminishing ever since they were first d@l the people who had been created by the hand of God; there
covered. There is nothing in the habits and surroundiff€ "0 robbers, nor murderengither were there Lamanites
of untutored wild races to encourage development %%r.any manner of ites; _but they were in one, the children of

S o . rist, and heirs to the Kingdom of God; and how blessed were
groyvth. Civilized and Chrl_stlan nations only have showr}@ey, for the Lord did bless them in all their doings.”
rapid increase of population. But the Book of Mormon

directly reverses this lesson This happy millennium-like experience continued for

nearly two hundred years. And the query arigéisere are
the ancestry of our Indians?”Gone, gone! “no more
Lamanites, nor any manner of ites.” They have lost their
identity, been swallowed up in the people of God; became

a white and delightsome people. So then all the efforts of
of the ages. The statement on page 135 that the Lamamj{es, ,thor in the previous portion of the book to play the

_had begome wild and ferocious an_d filthy, wandering abQHBian, to account for his existence, to exhibit the Lamanite
in the wilderness, naked, and feeding upon uncooked begstgis nerfect picture, with his nine moons, his Great Spirit,
of prey, is 'm”]ed'ate'y followed (137) by the statemefs indolence, his wild and ferocious nature, his nakedness,
that they had “becomexceedingly more numerotsan g ,,\ys and arrows and slings and stones and battle axes,
were they of the Nephites.”—and on page 194 they are mgte ¢ have all proved a failure. Gone! all gone! The
than double the combined popglatlons of the Nephites Efﬂg\ny promises of the book, its abundant prophecies to the
the people of Zarahemla! While on page 215, they hag, 5| jescendants of Laman and Lemuel, of wonderful
become “so numerous that they could not be numbereq)joqing in the latter days, through the great prophet, seer
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and revelator, Joseph Smith, are rendered impossible of
fulfillment by this remarkable revival that changes all the
Lamanites into Nephites, and blots the nation out of exist-
ence forever!
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Have, then, our Indian races of today no ancestry fur-
nished them in the Book of Mormon? No wild, ferocious
people, with black skin and savage habits? If so, whence
did they come? For two hundred years after Christ there
are no such people anywhere upon either continent—not
one who bears the least resemblance to the Indian of to-
day? Ah, no—our angel is sharp enough this time, though
too thick-headed to discover the utter absurdity of his way
out of the wretched blunder he has made. He coolly in-
forms us (p.494, N. Ed. 545) that a small part of the people
had revolted from the church.

“Andtook upon them the name of Lamanitesttigrefore
there began to be Lamanites again in the land!”

Again upon the next page:

“And it came to pass th#ttey who rejected the Gospetre
called Lamanites and Lemuelites and Ishmaelites . . . . and
they were taught to hate the children of God, even as the Lamanites
were taught to hate the children of Nephi from the beginning.”

Thus installed again as full fledged Lamanites (whether
still white, or turned black again, we are not informed) the
history continues with increasing wars and troubles until
the final annihilation of the Nephites in the year 384 A. D.,
left the so-called Lamanites in full possession of the two
Americas, full fledged Indians, and found Indians still upon
the discovery of this country by Columbus four hundred
years ago!!

Is there one reader of these pages who can ask for any
clearer proof of the unreal and mythical character of the
Book of Mormon? What do we here behold but a carica-
ture of history?
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